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ISLAMABAD: The two-day
South Asian consultation,
which concluded here on
Thursday, unanimously adopt-
ed a declaration, titled
‘Islamabad Declaration for
Mainstreaming Widows’ and
Single Women’s Rights in
Public Policy’, which calls for
creating synergies and link-
ages at local, regional and
international levels for main-
streaming the women’s rights
in public policy and institu-
tional frameworks.

The Aurat Foundation, in
collaboration with the South
Asian Network for Widows’
Empowerment in
Development (SANWED),
hosted the workshop in
Islamabad.

Earlier, the workshop
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Asia and talked about creating
synergies and linkages at local,
regional and international lev-
els for mainstreaming their
rights in public policy and
institutional frameworks. In
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laws protecting the fundamen-
tal rights of these vulnerable
widows, who suffer from dis-
criminative legal and govern-
ment policies, the workshop
learned.

Farkior addroceino the

mer member of the UN’s
CEDAW Committee,
Bangladesh’s Ferdous Ara
Begum, said that the situation
of widows in Bangladesh
needed special attention as
they were trying to establish a
SANWED group to mobilise
widows to understand their
rights. Sri Lanka’s Viluthu
Centre for Human Resource
Development Chief Executive
Officer Shanthi Anusha
Sachithanandam talked about
recognising widows in the con-
flict-and post-conflict era.

She also shared with the
participants that in Sri Lanka,

‘they use the term women-

headed households instead of
widows. The drafting commit-
tee comprised UK’s Margaret
Owen, Nepal’s Lily Thapa,
India’s Dr Mohini Giri,

Bangladesh’s Ferdous Ara
Roonnm and Pakictan’e Tahira



